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| Baſbire , Gloceſterſhire , Herefordſhire , Ele- . 


and others, near the City of Morceſter, and 1 


for the Coverſſon of the Deluded Engliſh Papiſts, aud > 20: 
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To the Right Reverend Father in G 0 D, 
Dr. WILLIAM BEVE RI DGE, Lord 


| My LORD, Yer: . . I 
HE Chriftian-Longing of the Attentive World 
had been over-exercisd with Impatient Ex 
don, had it not beheld at laſt Your Lorſhip ſeated 
- under that Canopy of the Engliſh Hierarchy, which 
You had ſo early deſerv'd,and which the knowing World had 
ſo long ago deſtin'd with unanimous Suffrages for Your Lord- 
ſhip in Veto. But the Crowning of thoſe Loud Wiſhes. of the 
Ec-.ving World was reſerv'd as one of the choiceſt Pieces of 
conſummated Wiſdom, for to be nons of the leaſt of the Im- 
mortal Trophies of our Heaven. born Monarch „ Who alone 
was deem d by the kind Heavens, Worthy and Capable of 
obliging the Epiſcopal Hierarchy and Primitive Reform d 
Chriſtianity with ſuch an Ornament and Spiritual Worthy, 
as Your Lordſhip is known to be, by all that have the leaſt Ear 
or Reliſh in Chriſtian Piety and Fervour, in Apoſtolical Un- 
ction and Paſtoral Vigilancy, or in Eceleſiaſtical Diſcipline 
and Canonical Learning. „ x WILT 8 44 36 75 
Your Lordſhip's early riſing Fame (even with the Founda- 
tion of that Renown'd Church of St. Peter's Cornhill in the City 
of London) ſoon found the Britannick Iſlands too narrow for 
its overſpreading Wings; it was not long e're it reach d the 
utmoſt Bounds, where- ever the even Pretenders to the Chri- 
ſtian Name has the leaſt footing. The Heterodox Parties of 
Popiſh Countries were ſoon made ſenſible that their Catho- 
lick Dagon had not now any more pretence to ſtifle Decay- 
ing Chriſtianity, by them Chain'd and Fetter d in the Super- 
ſtitious Dungeons of Cloyſters, Convents, and Monaſteries, 
or in the Apoſtolical and Apocryphal Rituals of the Idolatrous 
Vatican: Since Your Lorſhip's one Pariſh in the middle of the 
Great City of London, could ſhew more Devout Chriſtians, 
more Frequent Communicants, more Inſtructed Youth, and 
more Learn'd Laity , dan w_ their Popiſh. Countries, could 


* 
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Wo — 2 — 2 ale Epiſtle Dedicatory. this 1 
| - gxckornp Deluded Nunneries, Superftirions Convents, Apo- 
ſtatizing Monaſteries and Idolatrous Churches; that one 

Church of St. Peter's Corubill, under the Apoſtolical Miniſtry 
of one Dr. Beveridge, renew d more Primitive Chriſtian Diſci- 
Pirie and Religious Fervoùr, than all the Popiſh Seminaries 
and Univerſities in Foreign Countries, would ever give them 
ſelves the Leiſure from their ordinary Superſtitions to under- 
ſtand, or ſearch into. 8 

The Heterodox Seminaries of the Eugliſp Popiſh Faction 
beyond the Seas, of St. Omers, Doway, Leige, Paris and Rome, 


(wherein I had the Misfortune to have my Gradual Educati- 
bn) abways expreſsd à particular Dread of Three Perſons of 
the Enghſb Hierkrchy, viz. of his Lordſhip, the Biſhop of Lon- 
An, Your preſent Lordſhip., and the Great Salisbury Prelate, 
cho' Your Lordſhip, and the latter, then in minoribus poſiti) 
us of Proteffant Champions, who endanger d the Vaticun Foul | 
dation, 'atid the Roots of Popery, more than all the Reforma- 
tion beſides; and this:-Panick Apprehenſion and Concern at 
Your Great Triumvirate, us d to be parallell'd with what 
the Learned Bucerus is reported to have ſaid of the Methodi- 
cual Angel of che Popiſh:Sehools, Aquinas, Tolle Thomam'& diſc 
fipabo Ecchſiam Romanam: As if, per Impoſſibile, you Three Pil- 
lats of the. Proteſtant Religion could be ſubdu d, or laid aſide, 
che Engliſh Reformation would be the eaſier laid waſte: This 
-unparalell'd Preſumption of their Popiſh 'Confpiracy ſerves at 
leaſt ſo far as to ſhew what Value the 'Heterodox Churches as- 
well as the Orthodox Hierarchy of England, has and ought to 
have-of Your matchleſs Trinum, ſince, Inimici veſtri ſunt Fudi- 
cs; Your very Enemies (Balam- like) are compell'd maugre 
their malicious Selſiſhnieſs to turn their intended Curſes into 
honourable Bleſſings, and to do you fo much teſtimonial Ju- 
tice. Their Gatholick Reaſons of thoſe Panick Apprehenſi- 
ons are very obſervable: For, ſay they, the Grandeur of the 
Compton-Stemm, and his Perfonal Abilities, adorn d with Im- 
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4 partial and Jiidefacigable Zeal for the Proteſtant Reformation 
| | in General, and for the Church of Ezpland in Particular, not 


without a due and charitable Encouragement of Converts to 
the true Goſpel-Proteſtancy, ſets the Church of Engl:nd Hie- 
rarchy above all the deſpiſing Exceptions of Popiſh Pretenſi- 
uns of 'theirs being the only Church illuſtrated with Quality 
Membets and Zealous Prelates. And the Great Burnet, ery 
ey, uſes us no better than Scipio did Hannibal, or Hannibal: 


did 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatoty. 
did Rome; he 805 us the change of Reprizals, he carries the 
War into our Bowels, Travels into all our Countries, Paſſes 
the Alps, Penetrates into our moſt Secret Neceſſes, Maſters 
all our Languages, even to the Niceties of Nonſdche , and-Fe 
ne ſcai quai, 2nd ſearches, out our plas fort and plas foible, and 
turns, Conqueror-like, our own Barthes againſt our ſelves. 
But as for Your Lordſhip's Methods and Forces in Atrack- 
ing the Church of Rome, they more ſurpriz d the Exgliſh Ja = 
nizaries of Catholick Popery, than all the reſt: What, ſaid 
they, does the Learned 8 mean to do with ſuch an 
amazing Conjunction of fo much Piety and Learning? Does 
he intend to bereave us of that Practice of Devotion, which 
we moſt of all pretend to? Does he undertake to ſhew, That 
true Chriſtian Holineſs and Goſpel Sanctity is more practis d 
in the Proteſtant Reformation within the narrow Precincts of 
his one Pariſh of St. Peter's Cornbill, than in all our Nunne- 
ries, Conyents and Monaſteries? Does he attempt to intro- 
duce the Ancient Fervour of the Primitive Canons of the Apo- 
ſtolical Times into his one Pariſh, more than we can perform 
in any of our Sumptuous Cathedrals? Is this Spiritual Edifice 
of St. Peters Corpwall to outſhine and outyye the famous Yari- 


Such were, Great Prelate, the expreſs Fears and Confeffion 
of Your Popiſh Adverfaries, which are as ſo many unconte- 


nity of Divine Prelacy, and in True Chriſtian Diſcipline and 
real for Goſpel Holineſs, and in True Proteſtant Averſion to 
all Catholick Superſtitions and Romiſh Idolatzies: May theſe 
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earl  Apprehenſions of Papiſts prove a true Omen of utter 


Deſtruction to their An: ichriſtian Idols in Great Brittain, by 
Your Lordſhip's Apoſtolical Power principally contributing 
EE. Et ns e eee e 

And Divine Providence ſeems to have ſeconded the Omen, 
by placing Your Lordſhip in that Ancient Cathedral of St. A- 
ſaph, in whoſe neigbourhood ſtands that famous Popiſh Idol, 


 call'd St. Winefreds Well, which muſt be own'd by all that has 


the leaſt Tincture of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, to be one of the 
moſt Romantick , and the moſt groundleſs Fables that can be 
found amongſt all thoſe Myriades of impoſſible, for the moſt 
part, as well as improbable Popiſn Legends: Tis known to 
none better than to Your Lordſhip (who is unanimouſly ac- 
knowledged by all, to be one of the greateſt of our Modern 
Hypercritick Maſters of Chriſtian Antiquities) how poſitive- 
ly convincing is the affirmative Silence of old Bede, Gyraldus, 
Cambrenſis, and the Rowan Breviary (who are notoriouſly 
known to be none of the niceſt Gentlemen in the Choice of 
their Stories, whereof they did but Pick and Rake up all that 
ever they could hear of far and near, of all forts and ſizes, and 
of what monſtrous Birth and chymerical Colour ſoever they 
could be) in this Point of Hiſtorical Fact, which owns its 
chief breathing and carrying on to the fatal Riſe and Growth 
of Erpliſs Jeſuits, who, notwithſtanding all their Superſtitious 
Diligence: and Catholick Intrigues, could never obtain at 
Rome, (where their artful Contrivances ſeldom miſcarry, for 
Reaſons well known to the World) that 70 part of that pu- 
.tid Legend, or the very name of Vinefred 11 ould be admitted 
into their Miſſale or Brèviary, of even into any Authentick 


Collection of their Saints Lives; ſo extravagantly improba- 
ble and ridiculous did that Fictitious Robert Prior of Shrewsbury 


appear, (who is falſly ſuppos d to have firſt penn'd that Le- 
gendary Romance) that neither the Popes, nor their Con- 
gregations of Cardinals de ſacris vitibus, could ever be ſo far 


Prevaild upon, as to bs ſo civil as to take Tinmouth, Capgrave, 
or Caxtoy's Word for the Matter, nor yet admit of the Evi- 


dence of Wilſcn, the St. Omerian Martyrologiſt; nor after all, 
could the Recommendations or Arguments of the Famous 


Engliſh Jeſuits, Parſons and Alſord, have. any Deference in this 


MHinefreds Cauſe; which had it not been ſuperlatively Roman- 
tick, and unſuſtainable, his Roman Holineſs would never have 
faild to have Canoniz d the whole Prodigy of Winefred ; we 


/ 
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Pope 


| vue Epiſtle Dedinatory. 
if we may judge of the 
Sanifyin and Rubricating of 
does not ule to be fo nice nor ſcrupulous), were the Grounds 
or Recommendations ever ſo ſmall or tolerable. 
However the Jeſuits faild of their Aim at Rome, a: 
_ *Rubricating of their St. Winefred; tis certain they had not fuch 
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by his uſual Proceedings in the 
his Legions and Legends, he 


as to the 


ill Succeſs at St. Vinefreds Well, where two or three of thoſe 
Gentlemen Jeſuits conſtantly and publickly reſide -( beſides 


continual comers and goers of them) upon a conſiderable vi- 


ſible Eftate of their own in Lands and Houſes all thereabouts, 


- Which they encreaſe dai 


ple, who reſort te their Ch ast 
and Rent-gatherer, or Steward, are viſibly and notoriouſly 
known to all the neigbouring Country. The removing of ſuch 
Scandals and Abuſes, and the taking down of ſuch Idolatrous 
High-Places, is a, Province only propotion d to Your. Lord- 
ſhip's Chriſtian Zeal and Apoſffolica Uebe Virtue and Power 


whereof, the World does not doubt Eordſhip 
make Your Diocets. of St. Aſaph as exemplary for Church Diſ- 


OI 


cipline and Proteſtant Zeal 70 


and Vigilancy 


by abominablePeluſiors of the Peo- 


ly 
8 publickly as their Eftates 


t Four Fordſhip will 


Yr true Goſpel-Holineſs, as was, 
and is to be ſeen in the Church of St. Peter's Corubill perform'd” 
and ſpread. elſewhere in London by Your Lordſhip's former 


Paſtoral Edification and Chriſtian Miniſtry with Goſpel Zeal 


'Tis known, My Lord, that to Panygirize or Apologize, or 
both, are the general Topicks of moſt Dedications ;' butthe Pe- 
nitential Station, wherein I am now proftrated at Your Lord- 


- ſhip Feet, incapacitates me to either (beſides my natural De- 
fects) and efpecially Contracts all my Apoligies, as well as 
Transfers all poſſible Eſſays of Panygiri 
out of my Sphere, into humble Admiration, Submiſſion, and 

à Surrender at Diſcretion to Your Lordſhip, in whoſe Dioceſs 


girizing Your Lordſhip 


of St. Aſaph, I was Born and Bred with the ſtraying Herd, 


that is, the Papiſts; but having been often ſummon d by the 


manifold inward Calls of the true Shepherd and Biſhop of our 


our Souls, Jeſus Chriſt, I am now turning to the true Flock of 


Chriſt under Your Lordſhipꝰs Paſtoral Care and Goſpel Prelacy. 
'Tis true, My Lord, I may ſeem particularly oblig'd to ac-- 


count for the unedifying Silence. I kept hitherto: ſince 


my firſt Conformity to the Proteſtant Religion: But I hope, 
moſt Reverend Sir, that ſilent Conduct may be attributed to- 


the. ſame reaſon, that induced that Ancient Chriſtian Writer, 
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than by a noily.Ecchoin of his, 
with me prevalfd N 


du iel Bean. 
Vunerut Nulpirius, of the Fourth Century of Chriſtianity: to a taciturnal Re- 


ſervednefs and a reſerv d Conducb to the Perjod of his Liſe; who, as tis re- 
hated by a Contemporary. Ecelefiaſtical. Author, G, 22 in his Book De 
iris Ilia ſtrat ibiu (to whoſe number Chriſtian Poſtefity w ff not tail to ſuper- 
add Your Lordſhip's laſting Name) being in his latter Days deceived and 
circumvented by the Nlugian: (the Capital Herefy of the preſem Church of 
Rome) did chnſe rather to enbi ite * mer Errors by a ſilent Repentance, 
isfortynes. But this reafon was at laſt 


V A more incum nt- Chriſtian Duty, J had, of ac- 


knowledging the Eternal Obligation of Divine Mercies, I had to the Goſpel- 
Power of Truth and Purity of the Proteſtant Reformation; and in particular 


the Duty of dwning the Spititual Obligation I, had to You Lordfhip's apo. 


ſtolical Energy in preaching the Power of the Goſpel of Chriſt and in the ex- 
emplary Ediſication of the ſpiritual Economy,for the proinoting of true Goſpel- 
piety and inward Frames of Chriftian ſpirit, in the Pariſh df St. Peter's Cory 
Bil in che City of London; Where I often, ſome years ago, reſorted as a pri- 
vate Hearer and Spectator oſ that all-melting power of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
- which at laſt, compleated thoſe holy Impreſſions, which T had formerly receiv'd 


at a farther diſtance, of Your Lordſhips Apoſtolical Preaching of the pureſt 


Chriftianiry, conveyed allo over the reſt of the Chriſtan World by thoſe Pa- 
thetick Works of your Lordſhip's in Latin, as well as in Exgliß; And + ith- 
all as being tlie Latin Chryſaſem, or Golden Mouth of; the Engli . Clergy, 
(whole Latine Orator and Speaker you have been for many years in the lower 
ouſe of Convocation with an Ecumenical Applaufe of Church and State) as 
well as the Indefatigable Miniſter of Chriſtin the City of London, and chief- 
; ify'd Eocleſiattick of the Metropolitan Church of England, as being 
Dean of Cantewry, Your Lordfbip has engag'd the Chriſtan World in ſuc 
which will never be exhaulted in {peaking and ſounding ! our 
hich 
retain 
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(© HE frequent Changing of Names is ſo offential tothe Trade of Prieſts - 
and Jeſuits here in England, efpecially, that there is no poſſibility 


of carrying on that Emiſſary Employment without that neceſſary 
variety of multiplying Denominitions as well as Prozean Garbs, and other 
inmimerable Shifrings of the Incognito Scene, in the reſt of their inviſible 
Legerdemain Con“ uct, for fear leaſt Proteſtant Eyes of Intelligence ſhould 
ſpoil their ſports, and turn their Comedy and Maſquerade into a Tragedy and 
a Penal Opera. And truly the ſame Reaſon often ſtands 2 to thoſe alſo 
that leave of that ſeſuitical Game, and obliges them, when they are con- 
verted to the Proteſtant Religion; frequently to continue the ſame Scene of 
Changing of Names, for another fear, not inferior; though quite contrary 
to the former, viz. leaſt the Popiſh Intereſt and ſeſilitical Policy, a. 
der their Converſion, not only ſuſpected, but alſo odious, even to Proteſtants, 
by ſpreading abroad under-hand, that theſe Converts are not fincere, being 


only turn'd for the ſake of Libertiniſm, or ſome private End, or Quarrel, 


or perchance: a worſe intent: S0, that by ſuch Jeſuitical Aſperſions, theſe 
_pdor Converts are: often reduce d to that unhappy: Dilemma, either to hazard 
their Salvation by returning again to Ai ical | 
that ate truly convicted to remain in heir ill gal Superſtition) or to venture 
periſting far want of Subſiſtence and Buſinels, e even of a 
menial Servam, (experto rrede Roberto.) a Word to the Wile is enough. 


Hy this cunning Reſſort of theſe ſeſuitical Inſinuations, S:andalous. Aſperſions 
and Unchriſtian Surmiſes, the Popith Policy ſhifts the Sail ſo dexterouſly, as 


to małe often even Proteſtants unawares. the Executioners, (as the Papiils of- 
ten brags, and as a gertain 2 Fapiſh Gentleman threaten d me not 
| long ago, when his Lordſhip of Selighuxy was making a. Viſitation laſt at 
Reading), as well as Profecuters of their Revenge upon theſe poor diſconſalate 
Converts to the Proteſtant Religion: which proves a powerful Exhortation 
and Confirmation to all Papiſts in general, as well as a. Spiritital Leſſon, not 


without ſome diverting Entertainment to the Jeſuitical Novices at F/atton, 
and Leige, with the reſt of the-Popiſh Seminaries at Rome, Paris and Doway, 


to my own certain Know 


ade it to the 


Now, the jeſuitical Intereſt having e Weather gage of © 


theſe Native Refugees upon all accounts and turns, I 


ial Judgment of am Reader; {though Turi or Jeſiit) whether tis not abſc- - 
Jutely, that is, naturally, as well as morally Impoſſible, without Miracles, 2 


* 


for theſe poor Popiſh Prieſts converted to the Proteſtant Re 


elpecially as to familiarity, by reaſon of Poverty, and of the foremention'd 
Jefuirical Con rivances for the mot part, as I charitably ſuppole) to com- 


paſs any ſuch Acquaintance that is either capable, willing or able, to give 
them any-Recommendation , or Atteſtation, or Teſtiqgonials,, or what elſe 


you are pleaſed ro call: it, eſpecially ſince thoſe poor Native Refugees, after 
their Converſion, are beſieg d with a conſlant q reſſing Necellity, Ga ſpighs. 


o 


of all Induſtry, which finds irs ſelf cram: d. on all ſides), and with an uncer-- 
rain (at the beft, if: any at all, though ever ſo capable) and Aging Bufinels, | 
ir. 


(and that among the poorer ſort, and even by then ſulpected to he Nit one 
as) as Soliciting in the Lawz or Adminiſtrating mdf 


ing of French, Italian, Sc. ſometimes in one place, lomegunes ii another; 
lome. imes for a Week, tometimes for a Month or two, c. without eicher 
f , | | | 2 Axe 


uitical Vomit, (and for thoſe 


u Religion, (who.fly 
from Papiſts, and are fled from, and generally ſhun'd by moſt Proteſtants, 


Phyfick,.or Teach-- 


3 \ CEE” 


bl | fixt Place, Time, or Company, according to the ſudden ſtartlng proſpect of 
a & little preſent Subſiſtenee, & . 1 | 


1 | And this they the rather and more willingly ſubmit to, becauſe they (I mean 
| ' ö AMilt aur Britannick Refugees from Popery to their Native Proteſtancy) often 
il N find it otherwiſe impracticable to cover their Retreat and ſecure the Pals, 


ſince the continnal Fite from the Politiek Artillery and Ambuſcades of the 
implacable ſefyirs giving a falſe Alarm (as if Enemies were coming) to rhe 
1 Proteſtant Camp; theſe poor converted Prieſts are often left in the middle 
| between the two Camps, and exros'd unmercifully to the Batteries of bo h 
| ſides; which the crafty [eftits (however Proteſtants look upon it) interpret 
| to be a compleat Victocy on their ſide, and fail not accordingly to have their 
'B Te Deum ſung for it, if not by their Coufin, his Lordſhip's Grace of Paris, in 
1 Mere Dave, at leaſt in as important Places, c. Verbum ſapienti ſatis. 
1 
1 
| 


As for the mimber of theſe Converted Prietis, I am ſure there have never 
been ſo many as the Church of England need to be thonght overcloy'd or 
f ovetbultheſſtl with dem. And as for the want of Sincerity of ſome of thoſe 
Native Ref er by not anſwering the Proteſtant Expectation, beſides the 
Ungenteelnels (not to ſay Unchriſtianneſs) of the Objection, and the Uncer- 
tainty of the Matter of Fact, and the Occaſion of it; if all thoſe Converts 
”' © hitherto had been ſo, it can have no other force in regard of the next Convert, 
f chan as a very uncouth Compliment for a ſeaſonable put of, and trial of 
1 Tempers: whereas to the contrary, there have been, and are ſtill of thoſe 
Converted Prieſts far more in number, who- ſo fully maintain the Character 
of true Chriſtian Converts, and truly Reform'd Proteſtant Miniſters, that 
there ſcarce be any more * and more Serviceable to the Church of 

P 


England in their Stations. Though in good Logick this uncharitable Argu- 
ment, from one to all, by proving too much, proves nothing at all; and 
- confequently tis beneath Rationality as well as Chriſtianity, to inſiſt upon it. 
How incor ntial and hard ſoever upon the converted Subject, ſuch Obje- 
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ctions may appear and prove, yet T hope the Nouveauæ Converts in France, 
1 or thoſe in this 4/y!um and Refuge, may have no preferable occaſion to be en- 
WW: vy d as happier, and more encourag'd than the NativeBritannick Refugees from 
Þ Popery, into this Kingdom of Rights and Privileges of Reform'd Conſc iences. 
[) And again, Iam in the Judement of any Candid Reader, Whether a Popiſh 
\Þ  *Prieft converted to Proteſtancy, cannot, and ought not, as well, if not better, 
| be ſuppos d to be ſincer- (without the leaſt Probability or Influence of any 
ſiniſter End or Intereſt) in his Converſion, or by a Self-conviction (with 
1 "I yg, fr the inward Power of Grace) er Conformity to the Pro- 
—_ teſtant Religion for the ſpace of fix or feven Years (by endeavouring after a 
1 Livelihood with his on private Learning and Induſtry, and fo putting his 
Converſion to a private Probation as preparatory to a publick One) before his 
i making any Application to be publickly employ d upon that account, than 
j < jf he had ar the very firſt Thoughts of Conviction, took the pompuous Me- 
3 thod of a noiſy Converſion by Addreſſing himſelf to Church or State (which 
1 Endeavours have often prow'd but imperfect Eilays of the firſt, as well as 
1 ſecond Thoughts) for a preſent Support and Employment in a Secular or Ca- 
Wo nonical Capacity. To be underitood is all I am at; the reſt is Providence's 
1 Task, with my humble Province of an entire Reſignation to Church and 
{i | Bs - 1 e , 
il I hope, by this time, unprejudic'd Reader, you are made ſenſible enough 
of the Komiſh Methods of Changing their Names, which was the reaſon 
| though my true Name is Davies) I went by the Name of Blown? in all my 
S | 'Courkes beyound the Seas, and b Sane of Pollet in my Komiſh Miſſion 
it . 


e REV. XVIII. 4. 
And J heard another Voice from Heaven, ſay, Vo or 
Come out of ber my People, that ye be not purta- 
lers of her Sins, and receive not of her Plaguer. 


'HIS was that heavenly Trumpet, that ſounded 
ſuch Triumphant. Blaſts in the captivated Ears of 
the long deluded World, as to rouſe up bedrid 
Chriſtianity from the Papal Lethargy and the Ca- 
tholick Midnight of Roman Darkneſs, which by 
that time had arrived to the true Egyptian Conſiſtency of be- 
/ I WT 
This ſacred Text carries with it ſuch.Energical Force of 


expreſs Orders ind abſolute Commands to depart out of the 
Romiſh Babylon of Catholick Idolatry , as may well ſeem to 
have given the firſt Alarm to all Proteſtant Reformers, to 
Tetire in time from the dangerous Embraces of the Babyloniſh 
Dame. now ſeated in Catholick Rome, and purpled ore in 
Grain with the crying. Tin&ure of the Blood and Groans of 
Saints, as well as with the Babyloniſh Flames of bloody Idola- 
try. For, „„ % ans woteotporet 


In the former Chapter St. Jobn ſets down a Deſcription, of 
the Whore of Babylon, and that at large, as he ſaw her in a 
Viſion deſcribed unto him. In the 16th Verſe of the fame 
Chapter, he foretells her Deſtruction; and in the three firſt 
Vetſes of the 18th Chapter, he goes on to lay down the ſaid 
Deſtruction yet more directly and plainly, withal alledging 

Arguments to prove the ſame in all the Verſes following. 
Now, in the 4th Verſe of the ſame 18th Chapter is ſer 
down a Caveat to forewarn all the People of God, that they 
may eſcape the Judgment which ſhall befal the Whore: 


883 
And che Words contain Two Parts, — 


= Commandment and pl Reaſon. 


The Commandment is couch'd in thoſe” mercifully inviting 


as well as commanding Words, Come or Go out of her my 3 8 | 
chat is, from Babylon of Rome. 


7 The Reaſon i is thundred out hdn\qhe inericable ben 


ing Event, Leaſt Je be. . ef ber Sint, * receive not * her 
Ph aguec. 1 8 5 


As to the Commandment: Hef Twill ſearch into the right 
meaning of it: And, Secondly, Rr et down the Uſe thereof:. 


And, Thirdly , draw the Bobs and ſuitable Application 
flowing thence. 


In the Fir place, I EIA to demonſtrate that- the- place 
here pa out ſo to che Life with Romiſh Colours, under the 
Ms « of Babylon , with the reſt of its Circumſtances , can be 

no other than Popiſh Rome With its other A 8 _ 
is, than Rome as degenerating from true Chriſtianity in the 
various and different Scenes of its General A * * the 
True and Original Goſpel of Chriſt. 1 , I ſhall inſiſt 
. the Incumbent Obligation that lies upon all pin ona 
Chriſtians who tender th their future Welfare and their eter- 


Salvation, to relinquiſh, the Romiſh Communion , under 
no leſs Penalty than that of irrecoverable Deſtruction and 
Damnation, not only for following their Self-will Worſhip, 

Humane Traditions „ and Catholick Idolatries, but alſo for 


diſobeying God's poſitive Orders and Command , declared 
and proclai wy by the expreſs Terms of this Sacred Text. 


And, Thirdly, 1 ſhall gather what Opinion we are taught by 


this Commandment to carry of the preſent Church:o e 4 


with ſome other General Obſervations, and Chriſtian Im- if 
provements of the whole Diſcourſe. 


I will endeavour to take all the Care poſſible not to launch 
out into any declamatory Stile, no further than what Chri- 
ſtian Zeal for the true Worſhip and Goſpel of Chriſt ſhall 


require: For I do here ſolemnly declare, That I have no. 
other. 
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other Motive that can poſſibly inflience me in the leaſt here- 
unto, but, as I hope, the true Glory of God, and a real 
Senſe of Chriſtian Repentance, and a juſt Horror and Abo- 
mination of my former Errors and Sins, in partaking ſo long 
of the deteſtable Superſtitions, Schiſms, Hereſies, and Idola- 
tries of the Church of Rowe, which I had fo unfortunately, 
and fo early ſuck d with my continual Education therein. 
Now, as to my firſt Point, I muſt take notice, that in 
Hiſtory there are three Babylons efpecially mention d, one is 
Babylon of Aſhria, ſtanding on the River Euphrates , where 
happen'd the Confuſion of Languages, and where the Jews 
were in omg „which Babylon is in Scripture particularly 
reproached for Idolatry, Cruelty , and other enormous In 
The Second Babylon is in Egypt, ſituated on the River Nilus, 
and is now call'd by the Name of Grand Cay. 
The Third Babylon is Analogical and Myſtical, whereof the 
Aſſyrian Babylon was a Type and Figure, and that is Rome in 
Traly , which is without queſtion here to be underſtood: And 
the Whore of Babylov, as by all Circumſtances may be ga- 


ther d, is the State and Government of a People that are the . 


Inhabitants of Rome, or appertain thereunto by ſome Depen- 
dance, Subordination, or for ſome Intereſt or other. — _ 
Tis true, the Church of Rowe makes foul 'Grymaces at this 
Charge; and thinks her ſelf 2 us d when ſhe is ſo un- 
genteely dealt withal, as to be call'd fo clownifhly by her 
on plain Name of Whore of Babylon, without any further 
Ceremony; yet how Vulgar ſoever the Expreſſion may ſeem 
to,; and of a Lady of her Airs, yet tis too true to make a 
Jeft on, it being averrd by Truth it ſelf in the Holy Scrip- 

tures: Though moſt of thoſe Gentlemen, who are Council 
of her ſide, thinks they have no better Plea for their Scarlet 
Client, than to endeavour to ſtifle or baffle the Evidence by 
Joking it off with Repartees and Excuſes, or by, rejecting her 
Faults upon her Galants, the Roman Emperors; or by inſinu- 
ating to the World, that 'tis a malicious Proſecution againſt 
their Mother Church, on purpoſe to diſſeize her of her 
Dowry, and diſinherit themſelves; with ſuch like Palliations 
and Extenuations of her manifeft Crimes and Whoredoms; 
as tis particularly to be ſeen in a late Explanation and 
Notes upon the Apocalypſe, written not long ago by that 

famous Barriſter at Divinity, Kg Benignus Boſſuet, the French 
| | 7 : 2 f 
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tically awarded by, the Chief Juſtice and Court of Heaven 
againſt the Roman Popes, as diſtinct from the Heatheniſh Em- 
perors, that the Sacred Records of Holy Writ has not left in 
the Regiſtring of the whole Proceſs, Tryal, and Indictment, 
the leaſt Flaw to move in Arreſt of Judgment thereupon, as 
is prov'd beyond all Exception by the very Context and In- 
terpretation of the Holy Ghoſt, the ſole judge, Interpreter, 
and Author of thoſe Sacred Writings. By =P 

For in the laſt Verſe of the 17th Chapter, the Woman, 
that is, the Whore of Babylon, is {aid to be a City which 
Reigns over all the Kings of the. Earth. Now, in the Days 
when St. Jobn penn d this Book of Revelations, there was no 
City in the World that ruled over the Kings of the Earth but 


Rome, it then being the Seat where the Emperor put in Ex- — 


ecution his Imperial Authority. Again, in the 7th Verſe ſne 
is ſaid to fit on a Beaſt, having ſeven Heads and ten Horns; © 
which ſeven Heads be Seven Hills, Verſe the gth, whereup- 
on the Woman ſitteth, and alſo they be ſeven Kings: There- 
fore by tke Whore of Babylon is meant a City ſtanding on 
Seven. Hills: Now it is well known not only to Travellers 
and Learned Men in the Church of God, but even to the 
Heathens themſelves, and School- Boys, that Rome alone is 
the City built on Seven diſtinct Hills, call'l Cælius, Aventinus, 
Exquilinus, Tarpeius or Capitolinus, Viminals, Palatinus and Qui 
rinalis. 5 | 
Some Papiſts (though moſt of their Learned now-a-days. 
have been forced to own it) to help themſelves are wont to 
alledge, That O/d Rome did ſtand upon Seven Hills, but now: 
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is remov'd further to the Plain of Campus Martins. I Anſwer, _ 

That howſoever the greateſt part of the City, in regard of 

Habitation , is not now ſo exactly on Seven Hills, yet in 

regard of Government and Practice of Religion it is: For, 

even to this Day, to my own certain Knowledge as an Ocu- 
lar Witneſs., upon thoſe Hills are ſeated ſeveral Churches 
and Convents, and other like Places, where the Papal Wor- - 
ſhip and Authority is put in Execution. And thus Rome be- 
ing put for a State and Government, even now-a-days, it 
ſtands upon Seven Hills; and though it be come to paſs, that 
the Harlot, in regard of her latter days, has a little chang'd, 
her Seat; yet in reſpect of her younger Years, wherein ſhe, 
was Bread and Born, ſhe ſate upon the Seven Hills to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes. rf WOT TT 8 
Other Papiſts, becauſe they fear the wounding of their 
own Heads, labour to frame theſe Words to another meaning, 
and ſay, That by the Whore, is meant the Company of all 
wicked Men in the World whereſoever, the Devil being the. 
Head therof. OT e e ans 
But this Expoſition is flat againſt the Text: For in the 2d 
Verſe of this 18th Chapter, ſhe is oppos d to the Kings of the 

Earth, with whom ſhe is ſaid to commit Fornication: And 
in the laſt Verſe, ſhe is call d a City ſtanding on Seven Hills, 
and reigning over the Kings of the Earth, as has been ſaid: 
and therefore muſt needs be a State of Men in ſome particular 
Place. Now, the moſt Learned of the Popiſh Divines and 
Criticks, and the famous Biſhop of Meaux in particular, per- 

_ ceiving that ſhift cannot ſerve their turn, diſtinguiſh two 
Romes (as was hinted at before) Heatheniſh Rome, and that 
whereof the Pope is Head: Now, ſay they, the Whore ſpo- 
ken of, is Heatheniſh Rome, which is ruled by cruel Tyrants, 
as Nero, Domitian, and the reſt ; but that Rome, whereof the 
Pope is now Head, is quite out of the Text, 5 

Behold a vain and fooliſh Diſtinction; for Eccleſiaſtical 
Rome in reſpect of State, princely Dominion and Cruelty in 
perſecuting the Saints of God, is all one with (if not worſe). . 
than the Heatheniſh Rowe: The See of the. Biſhap of Rome be- 
ing turn d into the Emperor's Court, Power and Cruelty, as 
all Travellers and Hiſtories do teſtify. But let the Diſtinction 
be as they ſuppoſe, yet, by their leaves, hereby the Whore 
muſt be underſtood no other Heatheniſh Rome, than the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical or Papal Dominion: For, Verſe the 3d of this Chap- 
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ter; the Holy Ghoſt faith plainly, That ſhe hath made all 
Nations drunk with the Wine of the Wrath of her Fornicati- 
on: Let it is added, That ſhe has committed Fornication with 
the Kings of the Earth; whereby is ſignified that ſhe hath en- 
deavoured to intangle all the Nations of the World in her Spi- 
ritual Tdolatry, and to bring the Kings of che Earth to her 
Religion. Which thing cannot be underſtood of the Hea- 
theniſh Rome, for that left all the Kings of the Earth to their 
own Religion and Idolatry ; neither did the Heatheniſh Em- 
perors ever labour to bring Forreign Kings to Worſhip their 
Gods; but on the contrary, were of the Perſwaſion, That 
every Nation ought to ſtick to the Worſhip of their own par- 
ttcular Gods, which is too well known to all Scholars, to be 
inſiſted on. Whereas tis notoriouſly known that Popiſh Rome 
ſeems to have been doing nothing elſe for ſeveral Ages paſt, but 
-wyer-draw and imbroil Courts, Kings and Nations, for to 
hook them into the Idolatrous Chain of its Religious Poli- 
ticks; witneſs fo many hundreds of Miffionaries and Emiſſa- 
ries , which are a ſending daily from Rome to all the Corners 
of the World, to rake about for Proſelytes for either Love or 
Money, for an outward ſhew of a falſe Muſter, asT my ſelf, 
with Toned others, was ſent from Rome into wy, , to the 
very ſame Intent of enticing. People into the Popiſh Nets. 
Again, Chapter 18. Ver: 16. it is ſaid, That the Ten Horns, 
which be Ten Kings, ſhall hate the Whore, and make deſs- 
late and naked; which cannot be underſtood of Heatheniſh 
Rome, but of Popiſh Rome and Empire: For whereas in for- 
mer times all the Kings of the Earth did ſubmit themſelves to 
the Whore, now they have begun to withdraw themſelves, 
and make her deſolate, as the Kings of England, Denmark , 
Sweedland, and other Parts: Therefore this Ruffling Dinſtin- 
ction of Two Rome, is allo frivolous, and a mear Chican, 
which the formention d Barriſter at Controverſy, the Biſhop 
of Meaux takes à great deal of Pains to abet and maintain, 
by endeavouring to appropriate all the Marks of the Whore 
to the Perſecutions rais'd by the Roman Emperors againſt the 
Primitive Chriſtians, and ſo makes a great Flouriſh with an 
ill-ſorted Pageantry of a Medly of Hiſtorical Facts of very 
differing Colours, borrowed for the moſt part from our Im- 
mortal Biſhop Uſher's Hiſtorical "Treaſures, to whom moſt of 
the Famous Sorboniſts and French Criticks owe the beſt part of 
_ :theit Eccleſiaftical Erudition ; but with Monſieur de Meaux's 
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good Favour; tis very ridiculous as well as Pröphane, and 
of very ill Conſequence, to traverſe Divine Propheſies into 

Heatheniſh Stories, eſpecially ſuch as were paſt or preſent. 
For as 'tis far beneath the Infinite Knowledge- of the Divine 
Spirit to amuſe his Prophets or People with an Alarm of fore- - 
telling, or rather relating of ſuch things as are paſt or preſent, 
that any body elſe might have naturally known without being - 
a Wizard, or of the Prophetical Origin; ſo tis falling far 
ſhort of the Eternal Wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, to direct all 
his Sacred Inſpirations to draw Parallel Lines with Prophane 
Hiſtories and Heatheniſh Allufions , as the Papiſſi Criticks 
would have the Revelations of the New Teftament adapted to: 
For if tis true, what all Chriſtian Antiquity did always 
believe of the Apocalypſe, that it contain d as many Myſte- 


ries as Words, as old Hierome has it, it cannot be imagind 


that all thoſe Myſterious Merveils prophetizing to all Chri- 
ftians-the great Dangers of their Spiritual Welfare, that ſome. - 
Uſurpers amongſt themſelves ſhould craftily , as well as cru- 
elly lead them into, ſhould be nothing elſe but Heatheniſh- 
Perſecutions, which never was & new or wonderous thing to 
Chriſtians, and whereof a great Part was then paſt and pre- 
ſent when the Holy Apoſtle penn'd thoſe Myſterious Revela- 
tions: But ſomething muſt be ſaid for their holy Mother-Har- 
lot right or wrong, and ſhe muſt be defended by hook or by 
crook, tho at the Expence and Forfeiture of all their Catho—- 
lick Senſe and Reaſon. | 

Some other of the Learned Papiſts further alledge, That 
the Whore of Babylon is Drunk with the Blood of Saints and 
Martyrs (Chap. 17. Ver. 6.) ſhed not in Rome, but in Feruſa- 
lem, where the Lord was crucified, and two Prophets being 
Slain, lie there in the Streets (Rev. 1x. 18.) But this place is 
not meant of Feruſalem, as the Learned Ferome has long fince. 
fully taught in his Seventeenth Epiſtle to. Euſtochium, and elſe- 
where, but it may well be underſtood of Rome; for: Chriſt | 

may be ſaid to have been crucified there, either becauſe the 
Authority whereby he was crucified was from the Roman Em- 
pire, or elſe becauſe Chriſt in his Members was, and is there 
daily crucified, though locally in his own- Perſon he was cru- 
Cified at Feruſalem. ; 

It is therefore clear and evident to any unbias d Perſon, .. 
that there cannot be here underſtood any thing elſe by the 
Whore, but the State and Empire of. Rome, not under the 
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Heathen Emperors, (as Bellarmine and the Biſhop of Afeaux 
would allow it) but as under the uſurping Head thereof, the 
Pope. Unleſs thoſe Gentlemen mean to draw in the Heathen 
Emperors for ſnacks, as being like the Popes, or fore-runners 
of chem; and if ſo, I ſuppoſe no body will be ſo uncivil as 
to diſpute them the Parallel. However, our Expoſition, be- 
_ tides the infallible Authority of the Text, has the Favour and 
Defence of moſt of the Ancient and Learned Men of moſt of 
_ -  ithe Ages of Chriſtianity, who had the leaſt occaſion to touch 
upon that Subject: For the Ancient Irenens, who lived in the 
next Century to our Bleſſed Saviour and the Apoſtles, in his 
Fifth Book and laſt Chapter, after 1 ſeveral Opi- 
nions concerning Antichriſt , and the Decypheruig of his 
Name; offers at laſt as the moſt probable , that Antichriſt 
will be Latein, a Roman. And in purſuance to that Opini- 
on, or rather Certainty, the Prophetick Abbot, Joachim of 
the 11th Century, both in his Gommefit upon the Apocalypſe, 
and in his Book of Propheſies of the Romiſh Popes, makes no 
Scruple to aver that Antichriſt was long ſince Born in Rome, 
And ſhall be ſtill advanced higher in the Apoſtolick or Papal 
See of Rome. And after him, the Ingenious Perrarch: (one of 
the firſt Reſtorers of the ſolid Learning in thoſe dark Times 
of Ignorance and Apoſtacy) aſſures us, that what was once 
Rome, is now Babylun. das ww! - 


* * * 


But more expreſs. than all ' cheſe , is the Famous Bernard, 
who is worſhipp'd in the Romiſh Church for a Holy Father} 
is ſo far prevail'd upon by the force of Truth, that he cannot 

forbear to take notice of the Corruptions of the Popedom, 
which have been ſince his time improv d to a far greater heap 
1 of Abominations; and undauntedly aſſerts, That though the 
| "Popes pretend to be th? Miniſters of Chriſt, yet they ſerve 
wil Antichriſt, as he expreſles it in his Thirty third Sermon upon 
the Canticles. And. much more home to the further explain- 
Ang of the Antichriſtian Corruptions and Superſtitions crept 
into the Rowiſh Church, did he write Five Books of Conſide- 
rations, concerning the Wickedneſs and Danger of the Pope- 
dom, to'his Scholar Eugenius, who had got to be Pope againſt 
Bernard's Will, who would not have had him by any means 
accept of that Seat.of Popiſh Abominations, In the Deſcrip- 
tion of which Corruptiens, Bernard was ſo honeſt, that the 
Divine Calvin doubted not to do him that Juſtice, as to de- 
clare, That Truth it ſelf could ſcarce ſpeak more plainly, than 


Bernard 
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Bernard did, in expoſing the Antichriſtian Practices of the 
Popes in thoſe Five Books of Conſideration to Pope Engenine. 
But I cannot paſs over one Paſſage more of tell troth Bernard 
in his Twenty fourth Epiſtle of his Firſt Book of Epiſtles, 
where he further declares to the whole World, That the 
 Beaft ſpoken of in the Revelations, to which a Mouth is given 
to ſpeak Blaſphemies, and to make War with the Saints of 
God, is now gotten into Peters Chair, as a Lyon prepar'd to . 
his Prey. I know, to this, the Learnedeſt of the Popiſh 
Doctors (as Baronius, Bellarmine, Natalis Alexander, Scbelſtrate, 
and others) do object, That Bernard ſpeaks theſe words of 
one that came to the Popedom by Intruſion or Uſurpati- 
on; tis true, but 'wherefore was he an Uſurper? He renders 
a Reaſon thereof in the ſame place; becauſe the Anti-pope, 
call'd Innocentius, was choſen by the Kings of Almaine or Ger- 
many, France, England, Scotland, Spain, and Fernſalem , with 
Conſent of che whole Clergy and People in theſe Nations, 
and the other Anti-pope was not ſo elected. And ſo by this 
reaſon Bernard has given in his Verdict, That not only this 
U ſurper, but all the Popes for theſe many Years are the Beaſt 
ſpoken of in the Revelations,” becauſe they are only choſen 
now- a- days 2 notorious Intrigues of the College of Car- 
dinals. To this agrees the Decree of Pope Nicholas H. in the 
Vear 1059. that the Pape ſhall hereafter be choſen by the 
Suffrages of the Cardinal Biſhops of Rome, with the Conſent 
of the reſt of the Clergy and People, and Emperor himſelf; 
and all the Popes are in that Decree excommunicated. and 
accurſed as Antichriſt, that enter otherwiſe, as all the Popes 
no do; who are by conſequence to be judg d Antichriſts 
according to their own infallible Decrees. And fo much for 
the firſt Propoſition at preſen n. 


Now, Secondly, touching the Duty of Separation: I need 
not ſpeak much at large, nor ſtand to prove the neceflity of 
Departing from the Church i of Rome, becauſe it is evident by 
the Text it ſelf, which blazes like a brandiſſid Weapon rea- 
dy to execute the Wrath. of Heaven upon all thoſe who dare 
ſtay any longer in the Romiſh Babylon with thoſe cauteriated 
Superſtitions of Popiſh Idolatries and Antichriſtian Inventions _ - 
of the Church of Rowe: Or like the haſtening Angels, wha” 
ſaid to Lot, Ariſe, take thy mite and thy two Daughters which- are 
here; leſs thou be conſumed-in t — of the City, Gen. 1 9805 
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But we Converts; when we make uſe of ſuch Sacred Texts, 


as our infallible Warrants for our Converſion to the Prote- 
ſtant Profeflion of the true Goſpel of Chriſt: We Proteſtant 
Proſelytes, I ſay, ſeem to the obſtinate and harden'd Papiſts, 
as Lo did to his S$ons-in-law , when he ſaid unto. them upon 
the like urgent Occaſion , of avoiding Deſtruction by ha- 
ſtening out of a City not worſe than Rome, and from a So- 
ciety not more wicked than the Papiſts: Up, get ye out of thu - 
place (lays Lot, Gen. 19. 14+) for the Lord will deſtroy tha City, 
but he ſeem d as one that mock'd unto his Sons-in-law. So tis not 
to be wondered at, if cauteriated Papiſts make it their buſi- 
| neſs to mock, deride, bely, and defame all thoſe that leave 
their Idolatrous Religion, and think thereby to merit Hea-- 
ven in ſhewing their blaody Catholick Zeal N the raiſing 
and ſpreading under-hand all the ſcandalous Aſperſions that 
they think can any ways injure the Proteſtant Converts, Who 
have the Chriſtian Courage to abandon the Superſtitious Wor- 
ſhipꝛof the Romſh Sect. But, I hope, Proteſtants are better 
inſiratied and forewarn'd of the old Trade of Papiſts, who 
are taught and wont to carry on their old Cauſe, by caſting 
ſcandalous Defamations upon thoſe that oppoſe their intri- 
guing Religion 8 as well as by their An- 
tichriſtian Intentions of forg d Miracles and ſuperſtitious 
1 might here carry oma juſt Parallel between Som and 
Rome, as alſo betwixt the Sodomites and the Papiſts, but I will - 
leave that for another opportunity; though, beforehand, F-. 
cannot chuſe but. relate: one P. that happen d when I. 
was à Popiſh Miſſioner in Morceſterſbire: There came then to 
me to Confeſſion, a certain Papiſt Gentleman of a conſider- 
able Eſtate in another County, who amongſt" the reſt of his 
Popiſh'Moralities and Catholick Practices, confeſſed he had 
often committed Beaſtialities with his own Spaniel-Bitch; at 
which I was very much concern'd, and did put him in mind 
of the Enormouſneſs of the Crime, which was as dangerous 
to his Body from the Laws of the Land, as twas to his Soul 
from the Laws of God and Nature: Thereupon I order d 
him not to fail to have that Spanie-Bitch hang d as ſoon as 
poſſible, or at leaſt to ſend her immediately away from him, 
which he after ſome Reluctancy promis d he would do; but 
before giring him Abſolution, I injoyn'd him for his Pe- 
nance to give 205. to the poor neighbouring. . . 
5 "of who.; 
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(ho had no other Notion of Religion, but Expectation of 
ſome ſuch like little Intereſt) and with all, to ſay over a 
Pair of Beads every Day till he came to Confeſlion next; 
and to encourage him to go through with his Canonical Pe- 
- nance, I told him, I would bear-a-part with him in his Beads, 
if he would call upon me at any time of the Day he pleas'd, 
we being both then inthe ſame Houſe: I did alſo let him un- 
derſtand, that the Penance I injoyn'd him was ſo little, that- I 
-hap'd he would add fomething both to his Alms and Prayers 
out of his own penitential Supererogation; for according to 
the Rigour of the Ancient Canons, he was to have done Pe- 
nance all his life-time for fuch abominable Brutalities: For 
all that I could ſay, my Penitent did not ſeem very well ſa- 
tisſied with my, roceedings, no more, indeed, than I was 

with his Confe or Repentance; yet diſſembling Hypo- 
criſy was neceſſary on both os to the generaliey 
of Popiſh Confeſſions; for Self- intereſt did not allow me to 
deny him Abfolution, nor the Wafer-Sacrament, which in 
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reality was too good for a Brute of his ſize, had it begn worſe 
than a Wafer, f 5 be. 


— : However my holy Penitgnt knew 
better things, it ſeems, than to perform any part gf the Pe- 
nance I injoyw'd him, as I know of;for Miſs Spaniel was fo far 
from loeſing Ground or Favour with her Cagholick Gallant, 
that he chooſe rather to turn away hisEonfeſfor, than to part 
with fo uſeful a Spaniel-Bitch, like a good Raman Catholick 
Gentleman, and a Holy Son of the Church of Rome; whoſe 
Sodomitich Zeal was fo far kindled, that he perfwaded the 
other Catholick Patrons to fend 2 Complaint to Biſhop Gif- 
ford (who liv'd then in Staffond-houſo behind St. Fames's Park) 
that I ſgem'd a ſort of a Janſemiſt-Heretick, ſince I endeuvour d 
to introduce the antiquated Severity of old Penitential Ca- 
nons, by injoyning long Penances from one Confeſſion to 
another, and Money for the Poor, with ſuch like Hardſhips, 
as well as Novelties, if not Hereſies, which they had never 
heard of before; whereupon Biſhop Gifford order d an Inſpe- 
cCiion into the matter, but finding I had the Canons of my 
"fide, he thought it a good piece of Catholick Policy not to 
blame my Conduct, and yet to temporize ſo with his Sodowmi- 
tick Catholicks as to grant them a new Gonfeſſor, (whereby 
Almighty God gave me a better Opportunity to conſider fur- 
ther of the Babylonick and Sodomitick Abominations of the 
Ghurch of Rowe) as well as _ New Tradition of ny 
IS "oh 
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lar Confeſſton with the Hypocritical Deluſions of Mock -· Pe. 
nances, which ſeldom or never exceed the Repetition of Five 
Pater-Nofters and Five Ave- Marias, or the Recital of ſome 
| ſhort Prayers or Pſalms, or the hearing of one or two Maſſes 
at moſt, and ſuch like Superſtitious Follies, which are chiefly 
upheld by the Jeſuits, who by ſuch eaſy ſweet Penances draw 
almoſt all the Papiſts, as well in other Countries as in England, 
to themſelves; for if any other ſort of Prieſts or-Father-Gon- 
feſſors, offers but to propoſe any thing that ſeems to have ever 
ſo little 3 with their Sins; the Penitent immediately 
(generally ſpeaking) goes away as ſoon as he can to ſome 
Jeſuit to confeſs over again, and to have his Penance alter d 
into one of the Jeſuitieal Sweetneſs, where with ſuch a Peni- 
tent (whether Rich or Poor, Young or Old, Man or Wo- 
man, tis all one, for tis all Fiſh that comes to Jeſuits Nets) 
is alſo given to underſtand, that thoſe great Penances ſavour 
very much of an heretical Intent, ſince they are good for no- 
thing but to frighten poor Catholieks from coming to Gonfeſ- 
ion, and that the little Penance of the Holy Society of their 
Father. Jeſuits partakes much more of the Apoſtblical Sweet- 
neſs, with a ee more of ſuch Preſumptuous Blaſphe- 
mies and Politick Hypocriſies, whereof the Papiſts make ſo 
much Vaunting and Bragging, as if Auricular Confeſſion 
was the true. Mother of their Devotion, and the only Hopes 
of their Salvation, and the moſt ready and neceſſary Means 
to preſerve them from Sin, and to turn them to Godlineſs; 
whereas tis evident to all unbiaſs'd Perſons; that know an 
thing of it by experimental Reflection, that Popiſh Confeſ- 
ſion 1s one of the greateſt Superſtitions and Mock-pieces of 
Worſhip that ever can be invented, and includes in one Act 
all ſorts of Blaſphemies , (for a Sinner to preſume to forgive 
Sins, Exalt himſelf in the Throne of God, to give Abſoluti- 
on with Divine Authority arrogated to himſelf, judgeth and 
acteth as God, G&c.) and all ſorts of Sacrileges, (for I dare 
ſay, tis ſcarce ever done without wilful Lying and Brand- 
ing their Conſciences with a purpos d Intent to perform no- 
thing of the matter, but take occaſion to deride all the Wor- 
ſhip of God in general, &c.) and all forts of Hypocriſies, as 
my foremention'd Penitent , with all the reſt of them, ma 
be. to others, as well as my, ſelf; a convincing Inſtance of, 
beſides all the Obſervations and Experiences I have ever had 
among the Papiſts, both before and after my hag ore 
| | | wherein 
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wherein I could never diſcern any thing about Auricular 
 Confeffion, but what tended to convince any one that it was 
all vifible Hypocriſy , tending directly to enſnare and intan- 
gle Peoples Souls and Conſciences, and to harden Sinners in 
their Wickedneſs; for I never could ſee that any one was 
ever the better after Popiſh Confeſſion, but always the worſe 
after a little time, if not immediately. The Inference that 
every od Chriſtian may draw from this Digreſſion, is the 
great Obligation Proteſtants have to offer to God a continual - 
Sacrifice of Thankſgiving for their Delivery from the Sodom 
and Babylon of the Rimiſh Communion. 
I will only add one more ſhort Obſervatiot of this kind in 
neral, (for I intend , God willing, to ſpeak mors. at 
* of this, in particular, in another place, as I hinted at 
re) which is, That I verily believe in my Conſeience, 
that it may be truly ſaid of Enghſb Roman Catholicks'in gene- 
ral, what the Ingenious Author of a French Book, call'd, La 
Politique du Clerge de la France : Or, The Policy' of the French 
Clergy, 8c. applied to the generality of the Papiſts in France, | 
that is, that three Parts at leaſt of thoſe that profeſs the Ro- 
mii Religion, are ſo far from believing thoſe Popiſh Tenets 
in reality, that they believe ſcarce any thing at all of the 
Chriſtian Religion in general. However, this I am ſure of, 
that moſt of the Papiſts I ever convers d with, eſpecially of 
the Romiſh Gentry in England ever ſeem d to me Perſons ſtick- 
ing to the Catholick Confederacy of the Romiſh Religion, 
for no other reaſon, but for ſome Puntillio's of Honour, or 
Shamefacedneſs, or Intereſt, or Family-ſake, and not for any 
certain Knowledge or Underſtanding of their'own Profeſſion, 
which indeed is not ſo much to be admired at, fince the 
Learnedeſt Prieſts that ever yet appear'd, could” never agree 
in the clear Underſtanding of their Catholiek Confuſion, as 
even Aquinas, Bellarmine, and de Meaus, make but a very ſad 
poor Wooing- light upon their Chaos of Catholick Romani ſin, 
and often puff one anothers Candles out; for they differ in 
more things than ever they agree in, unleſs it is in their 
Common Intereſt of their Catholick Politicks; tho' without 
the leaſt Controverſy, thoſe Three are the greateſt Divines 
that the Church of Rome can or will pretend to, in all proba- 
bility ; beſides , when ever thoſe Engliſh Catholick-Papiſts 
come to propole their Scruples in Confeſſion, or 'otherwife; 
tis generally , whether there be a God or no, and whether 
| there 
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there be any ſuch thing in reality, as 2 true Religion, Wich 
ſuch like edifying Catholick Remorſes of Conſciences, as I 
my ſelf have been often entertain'd with by many of the moſt 
. eonſiderable: of the | Ezgiiſh Papiſts , which was enough to 
make one enquire, whether ever theſe Gentlemen had been 
Baptiz d, as well as whether they had been ever Catechiz d. 
"Hence we may well conclude and infer with the forementi- 
on'd French Plain-dealing Author, That the Popiſh Principles 
of their Gatholick Religion, by their IRR Impoſſibili- 
ties and ſuperſtitious Follies, do directly and naturally lead 
to Atheiſm, Soeinianiſm, and all forts of Licentioufaeſs of 
Thus then we ſee that the Sacred Words of my Text con- 
tain a ſtrict Commandment from God, injoyning his Church 
and People to make a Separation from the Ralylon of the Church 
of Rome. Whence we muſt obſerve that all thoſe who will be 
fav'd, muſt depart and ſeparate themſelves from tlie Faith and 
Religion of this preſent Church of Rane. And whereas they 
are charg d with Apoſtaſy and Schiſm that ſeparate on this 
manner; the Truth nevertheleſs is, that they are not Apo- 
ates nor Schiſmaticks that do ſo, becauſe they have the 
Commandment: of God for their unqueſtionable Warrant for 
Jo doing; *. at Party is the Apoſtate and Schiſmatick, 
in whom the Cauſe of this Separation lies; and that is viſibly 
in the Church of Rowe beyond all diſpute, namely, the Cup 
of Abomination in the Whore's Hand, which is, the Hereti- 
cal Apoſtaſy, Schiſmatical Superſtitions, and the Idolatrous 
Religion of the Church of Nane. Which has been _— 
ſuffictendly demonſtrated in the foregoing Diſcourſe, but ſha 
be ſtill more at large prov'd, when I come to the Reaſon of 
this Commandment, which muſt be a new Subject for another 
diſtin& Diſcourſe. | | ; 
Now, 1 intend to proceed, and to touch briefly- other Points 
of Doctrine contain d in this Portion of Scripture , which I 
have now in hand, and ſo come to my Third and Laſt Point. 
In the Third place, Therefore, by. this Command (Go or come 
out of her my People) we are taught what Opinion to carry of the 
preſent Church of Rome. It is often queſtion'd and demanded 
whether it be a Church or no: And the Anſwer may hence 
be fram d on this manner: If by the Church of Rome be under- 
ſtood a State or Government of People, whereof the Pope is 
Head, and the Members are all ſuch as do acknowledge him 
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to be their Head, and do believe the Doctrine eſtabliſh'd in 


the Council of Tren; we mult take it to be no Church. 
Hrſt, Becauſe Babylon , which is already provd to be the 
Church of Rome, is here directly oppos d to the Church of 
God. Sect uadly 5 Be auſe „ We. are commanded to come out 
of it; whereas we may not wholly forſake any People till 
they forſake Chriſt and his written Word with his Goſpel- 
Power. Some will perchance ſay, The Church of Rome has 
the Scriptures and Sacrament of 4 I Anſwer, Firft of 
all, they have indeed the Books of the Holy Scripture among 
them, but by the reſt of their Doctrine they overthrow the 
true Senſe and Power thereof in the very Foundation, as I 
ſhall more fully prove (God willing) hereafter on another 
occaſion: And tho they have the outward Form of Baptiſm, - 
yet they overturn the inward Baptiſm, which is che Subſtance 
of all, conſiſting in the Juſtification and Sanctification of a 
Sinner. Again, I Anſwer, That they have the Word and 
 Baptifm, not for themſelves, but for the true Church of God 
choſen from among theme; like as the Lanthorn holdeth the 
ndle not for it ſelf, but for others ſtanding by. Secondly, It 
may be, and is alledged by ſome of the learn d Papiſts, That 
if the Pope be Antichriſt, he then fits in the Temple, that is, 
the Church of God, and by this means the Roman Church 
may be taken for the true Church. I Anſwer, he fits in the 
Temple of God; but mark further, How ? As God; that is, 
not as a Member, but as a manifeſt Uſurper, like as the Theif 
ſits in the true Owner's Houſe: for the Romam Church and 
God's Church are often mingled like Chaff and Corn in one 
heap: And the Church of Rams may be ſometimes ſaid to be 
in the Church of God, as the Congregation of the Wicked 
ſometimes among the Juſt: As alſo che Church may be per- 
chance ſaid to be in the Church of Rome, as the Aſſembly of 
the Juſt among the Wicked; and as is commonly ſaid, chat 
the Wheat is among the Chaff, and the Chaff in the Wheat. 
Again, the Pope or Antichriſt is ſaid to fit in the Temple af 
God, becauſe the Raman Church, the falfly, arragates ta it 
lf, the Title of the true Catholick Church: 3 
Some go about to allay and quality the matter, by compa- 
ring the Roman Church; to a Perſon lying Sick full of Sares, 
having alſo his. Threat cut, yet ſo as his Body and Soul are 
joyn'd together, and a ſort of Life ſeeming to remain ſtill. 
But all things well conſider' d, it is rather like. a dead Carcaſs, 
And. 
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and is void of all Spiritual Life and Power, as the Popiſh Er- 
rors and Practices in the Foundation do manifeſt. Indeed a 
Eknovn Harlot may afterwards remain a Wife, and be ſo term- 
ed; yet after ſhe has turmd her Husband out of Doors, ane 
the Bill of Divorcement is given by 4 Separation begun of her 
| fide, ſhe ceaſeth to be a Wife, tho ſhe can ſhew her Wedding-" 
Ring and Marriage Certificate: Now the Church of Rome has” 
turn d. Chriſt out of Doors as à Stranger, Thief, or an un- 
known Begger, and ſhe hath receiv'd by her own fault for 
beginning the Separation, the Bill of Divorcement in the in- 
ward Teſtimony of her own' Conſcience, and in the written 
Þ mma] namely, 2 Theſſal. 2. and Revel. 13.17, 12. and elſe- 
W e. 1 Hd 2 7 43 SR 4®, — why | IEEE IIS | | 1 ba 
Hence therefore we may well gather, that che trus Church 
of God is, and hath been no otherwiſe in the Roman Church 
of Catholick Papiſts, than as Corn in the heap of Chaff, or 
as the Juſt amongſt the Reprobate. Though Popery reign d 
and over-ſpread the Face of the Earth (as the Locuſts did 
Egypt) for many hundred Years, yet in the midſt thereof, God 
always reſerv'd a People unto himſelf, that truly worſhipp'd 
him, tho in Secret; and to this effect the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, That 
the Dragon, which is the Devil, caus d the Woman, that is, 
the Church to fly into the Wilderneſs, from the vulgar fight 
of the World, where he Tought to deſtroy her, but could not; 
and there ſtill remains a Remnant of her Seed, which keep 
the Commandments of God, and have the Teſtimony of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as tis expreſs d in the Revelations 12. 17. Now, this 
which I ſpeak of the Church of Rome cannot be ſaid in like 
manner, nor altogether ſo properly of the Congregations of 
Turks, and other downfight Infidels, that the hidden Church 
of God is preſerv'd among them, becauſe there ſeems to be 
no apparent means of Salvation at all amongſt them; whereas 
© the Church of Rome has the Scriptures, tho' in a ſtrange Lan- 
rar, and Baptiſm for the outward Form, which Helps Gd 
preſerv'd-in all Ages, that his Ele& might be gather d out of 
the midſt of Romifhh Babylon. © I = 
This ſerves to ſtop the Mouths of Papiſts, who dare demand 
of Proteſtants, where the Reform'd Church was before the 
Days of Luther; whereby they would inſinuate to the World, 
tat che Proteſtant Religion is green and new ; but they are 
anſwer d out of this "ey Tex, that our Church hath ever 
been ſſince the Days of the Apoſtles, and that tn the very 
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begin in Tur bes time, but only then began to fhew ie ſelf, as 
- having been hid by an unive al * many hundred 
Years together.. 
We have here a pr proper Occafion to conſider the mereiful 


s own Church and People: He will. F 
have fr for External Society to be often mix d with their 


Enemies, and that for ſeveral Reaſons, namely, to exerciſe 
the Humility and Patience of his few Servants : When Elia 
| faw Idolacry: fpread over all Iſrael, he went apart into the 
 Wildernels, and in Grief defir @ to, 0 dye; and David cry'd out, 
1 and to have 
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Again, in tus Commandment, we 
prefentation of the State of all Mankind: 
_ cern two. farts of Men ;:fome are pertain 
f le running head-langs to their own Def | 

a ain, are a People feverd from Baby, and refers 

Eife everlaſting: If any ask the Cauſe of this Diſtincion: 

anfiver, It is che very Providence of God, voucfiſafing Mercy 
to ſome, and forſaking others; by withdrawing his Mercy 
from them, .becaafe of their own ſinfulneſs.; and for the uni- 

verſal Declaration of his Juſtice and Mercy, which Sinners 
wilfully refuſe: Thus faith the Lord, Rom. 11. 4. I have reſer- 
ved ſeuen thouſand that never bow'd heir knee to Baul. And the 
Prophet ſaiab faith, Unlcfs-the Lord had refered 4 Renmanr, we 
hid been as Sodom ind Gomorrha. - By this „ Wwe are 
taught above all things to ſeek to be of the number of Gods 
People and Church, and to labour for aſſurance of this in our 
own:C — for if all ſhould be far d, ks care might 
| D. | | ſuffice ; = 
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